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About the text

Human nature doesn’t cHange. At least, not 
without some effort.

On the third day of the Passover festival, two 
followers of Jesus reflect on his wrenching and 
awful demise. The arrest; who was responsible; 
the devastating decision to hand him over to the 
occupying forces: there was so much to process.

Things had become more complicated when, 
first, the women and, then, Peter, reported that 
the burial site had been robbed. Or, something.

A good walk to clear their heads, maybe to 
avoid the nattering and chattering, was just what 
they needed. The heated atmosphere of Jerusa-
lem was behind.

And, a vaguely familiar stranger was beside 
them.
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13  Now on that same day two of them 
were going to a village called Emmaus, 
about seven miles from Jerusalem, 
14 and talking with each other about 
all these things that had happened. 
15 While they were talking and dis-
cussing, Jesus himself came near and 
went with them, 16 but their eyes were 
kept from recognizing him. 17 And he 
said to them, “What are you discuss-
ing with each other while you walk 
along?” They stood still, looking sad. 
18 Then one of them, whose name was 
Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the 
only stranger in Jerusalem who does 
not know the things that have taken 
place there in these days?” 19 He asked 
them, “What things?” They replied, 
“The things about Jesus of Nazareth, 
who was a prophet mighty in deed and 
word before God and all the people, 
20 and how our chief priests and lead-
ers handed him over to be condemned 
to death and crucified him. 21 But we 
had hoped that he was the one to re-
deem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it 
is now the third day since these things 
took place. 22 Moreover, some women 
of our group astounded us. They were 
at the tomb early this morning, 23 and 
when they did not find his body there, 
they came back and told us that they 
had indeed seen a vision of angels who 
said that he was alive. 24 Some of those 
who were with us went to the tomb and 

13  That same day two of them were 
walking to the village Emmaus, about 
seven miles out of Jerusalem. 14 They 
were deep in conversation, going over 
all these things that had happened. 15 In 
the middle of their talk and questions, 
Jesus came up and walked along with 
them. 16 But they were not able to recog-
nize who he was.

17  He asked, “What’s this you’re dis-
cussing so intently as you walk along?”

They just stood there, long-faced, like 
they had lost their best friend. 18 Then 
one of them, his name was Cleopas, 
said, “Are you the only one in Jerusa-
lem who hasn’t heard what’s happened 
during the last few days?”

19  He said, “What has happened?”
They said, “The things that happened 

to Jesus the Nazarene. He was a man of 
God, a prophet, dynamic in work and 
word, blessed by both God and all the 
people. 20 Then our high priests and 
leaders betrayed him, got him sentenced 
to death, and crucified him. 21 And we 
had our hopes up that he was the One, 
the One about to deliver Israel. And it 
is now the third day since it happened. 
22 But now some of our women have 
completely confused us. Early this 
morning they were at the tomb 23 and 
couldn’t find his body. They came back 
with the story that they had seen a vi-
sion of angels who said he was alive. 
24 Some of our friends went off to the 

Luke 24:13-35
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found it just as the women had said; but 
they did not see him.” 25 Then he said 
to them, “Oh, how foolish you are, and 
how slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have declared! 26 Was it not 
necessary that the Messiah should suf-
fer these things and then enter into his 
glory?” 27 Then beginning with Moses 
and all the prophets, he interpreted to 
them the things about himself in all the 
scriptures.

28  As they came near the village to 
which they were going, he walked 
ahead as if he were going on. 29 But they 
urged him strongly, saying, “Stay with 
us, because it is almost evening and the 
day is now nearly over.” So he went in 
to stay with them. 30 When he was at the 
table with them, he took bread, blessed 
and broke it, and gave it to them. 31 Then 
their eyes were opened, and they recog-
nized him; and he vanished from their 
sight. 32 They said to each other, “Were 
not our hearts burning within us while 
he was talking to us on the road, while 
he was opening the scriptures to us?” 
33 That same hour they got up and re-
turned to Jerusalem; and they found the 
eleven and their companions gathered 
together. 34 They were saying, “The Lord 
has risen indeed, and he has appeared 
to Simon!” 35 Then they told what had 
happened on the road, and how he had 
been made known to them in the break-
ing of the bread.

tomb to check and found it empty just 
as the women said, but they didn’t see 
Jesus.”

25  Then he said to them, “So 
thick-headed! So slow-hearted! Why 
can’t you simply believe all that the 
prophets said? 26 Don’t you see that 
these things had to happen, that the 
Messiah had to suffer and only then en-
ter into his glory?” 27 Then he started at 
the beginning, with the Books of Moses, 
and went on through all the Prophets, 
pointing out everything in the Scrip-
tures that referred to him.

28  They came to the edge of the vil-
lage where they were headed. He act-
ed as if he were going on 29 but they 
pressed him: “Stay and have supper 
with us. It’s nearly evening; the day is 
done.” So he went in with them. 30 And 
here is what happened: He sat down at 
the table with them. Taking the bread, 
he blessed and broke and gave it to 
them. 31 At that moment, open-eyed, 
wide-eyed, they recognized him. And 
then he disappeared.

32  Back and forth they talked. “Didn’t 
we feel on fire as he conversed with us 
on the road, as he opened up the Scrip-
tures for us?”

33  They didn’t waste a minute. They 
were up and on their way back to Jeru-
salem. They found the Eleven and their 
friends gathered together, 34 talking 
away: “It’s really happened! The Master 
has been raised up—Simon saw him!”

35  Then the two went over everything 
that happened on the road and how 
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A Psalm. A Song at the dedication  
of the temple. Of David.

1  I will extol you, O LORD, for you 
have drawn me up, and did not let 
my foes rejoice over me. ·  2 O LORD 
my God, I cried to you for help, and 
you have healed me. ·  3 O LORD, you 
brought up my soul from Sheol, restored 
me to life from among those gone down 
to the Pit.

4  Sing praises to the LORD, O you 
his faithful ones, and give thanks to 
his holy name. ·  5 For his anger is but 
for a moment; his favor is for a life-
time. ·  Weeping may linger for the night, 
but joy comes with the morning.

6  As for me, I said in my prosperity, “I 
shall never be moved.” ·  7 By your favor, 
O LORD, you had established me as a 
strong mountain; ·  you hid your face; I 
was dismayed.

8  To you, O LORD, I cried, and to the 
LORD I made supplication: ·  9 “What 
profit is there in my death, if I go down 
to the Pit? ·  Will the dust praise you? 
Will it tell of your faithfulness? ·  10 Hear, 
O LORD, and be gracious to me! O 
LORD, be my helper!”

11  You have turned my mourning into 

Psalm 30
A DAVID PSALM

1  I give you all the credit, GOD— you 
got me out of that mess, you didn’t let 
my foes gloat.

2  GOD, my God, I yelled for help 
and you put me together. ·  3 GOD, 
you pulled me out of the grave, gave 
me another chance at life when I was 
down-and-out.

4  All you saints! Sing your hearts out 
to GOD! Thank him to his face! ·  5 He 
gets angry once in a while, but across a 
lifetime there is only love. ·  The nights 
of crying your eyes out give way to days 
of laughter.

6  When things were going great I 
crowed, “I’ve got it made. ·  7 I’m GOD’S 
favorite. He made me king of the moun-
tain.” ·  Then you looked the other way 
and I fell to pieces.

8  I called out to you, GOD; I laid my 
case before you: ·  9 “Can you sell me 
for a profit when I’m dead? auction me 
off at a cemetery yard sale? ·  When I’m 
‘dust to dust’ my songs and stories of 
you won’t sell. ·  10 So listen! and be kind! 
Help me out of this!”

11  You did it: you changed wild 
lament into whirling dance; ·  You 

they recognized him when he broke the 
bread.
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pel each year. This is Year 3: The Year of Luke.
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dancing; you have taken off my sack-
cloth and clothed me with joy, ·  12 so 
that my soul may praise you and not 
be silent. O LORD my God, I will give 
thanks to you forever.

ripped off my black mourning band 
and decked me with wildflowers. ·  12 I’m 
about to burst with song; I can’t keep 
quiet about you. ·  GOD, my God, I can’t 
thank you enough.


