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About the text

A plAce where everything is shared, nothing 
is held back. A community that welcomes 

all. A fellowship “where everybody knows your 
name…”

This is the first impression of the early church 
that we receive from the book of Acts—Luke’s 
sequel to his Gospel. The ideal community, “the 
way church is s’posed to be.”

Look closer, though. This ideal group is in a lit-
eral food fight. The apostles are overworked. The 
widows are overlooked, while the men squabble. 
Something. Must. Be. Done.

Stephen and six others are appointed. They 
are supposed to wait tables. If Stephen had stuck 
with his job, you would never have heard of him.

But, you have. And, so has Saul.
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1  Now during those days, when the 
disciples were increasing in number, 
the Hellenists complained against the 
Hebrews because their widows were 
being neglected in the daily distribution 
of food. 2 And the twelve called together 
the whole community of the disciples 
and said, “It is not right that we should 
neglect the word of God in order to wait 
on tables. 3 Therefore, friends, select 
from among yourselves seven men of 
good standing, full of the Spirit and of 
wisdom, whom we may appoint to this 
task, 4 while we, for our part, will de-
vote ourselves to prayer and to serving 
the word.” 5 What they said pleased the 
whole community, and they chose Ste-
phen, a man full of faith and the Holy 
Spirit, together with Philip, Prochorus, 
Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nico-
laus, a proselyte of Antioch. 6 They had 
these men stand before the apostles, 
who prayed and laid their hands on 
them.

7  The word of God continued to 
spread; the number of the disciples in-
creased greatly in Jerusalem, and a great 
many of the priests became obedient to 
the faith.

8  Stephen, full of grace and power, did 
great wonders and signs among the peo-
ple. 9 Then some of those who belonged 
to the synagogue of the Freedmen (as it 
was called), Cyrenians, Alexandrians, 
and others of those from Cilicia and 

1  During this time, as the disciples 
were increasing in numbers by leaps 
and bounds, hard feelings developed 
among the Greek-speaking believ-
ers—“Hellenists”—toward the He-
brew-speaking believers because their 
widows were being discriminated 
against in the daily food lines. 2 So the 
Twelve called a meeting of the disci-
ples. They said, “It wouldn’t be right 
for us to abandon our responsibilities 
for preaching and teaching the Word of 
God to help with the care of the poor. 
3 So, friends, choose seven men from 
among you whom everyone trusts, men 
full of the Holy Spirit and good sense, 
and we’ll assign them this task. 4 Mean-
while, we’ll stick to our assigned tasks 
of prayer and speaking God’s Word.”

5  The congregation thought this was 
a great idea. They went ahead and 
chose—

Stephen, a man full of faith and the 
Holy Spirit, · Philip, · Procorus, · Nica-
nor, · Timon, · Parmenas, · Nicolas, a 
convert from Antioch.

6  Then they presented them to the 
apostles. Praying, the apostles laid on 
hands and commissioned them for their 
task.

7  The Word of God prospered. The 
number of disciples in Jerusalem in-
creased dramatically. Not least, a great 
many priests submitted themselves to 
the faith.

Acts 6:1–7:2a, 44-60
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Asia, stood up and argued with Ste-
phen. 10 But they could not withstand 
the wisdom and the Spirit with which 
he spoke. 11 Then they secretly instigat-
ed some men to say, “We have heard 
him speak blasphemous words against 
Moses and God.” 12 They stirred up the 
people as well as the elders and the 
scribes; then they suddenly confront-
ed him, seized him, and brought him 
before the council. 13 They set up false 
witnesses who said, “This man never 
stops saying things against this holy 
place and the law; 14 for we have heard 
him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will 
destroy this place and will change the 
customs that Moses handed on to us.” 
15 And all who sat in the council looked 
intently at him, and they saw that his 
face was like the face of an angel.

7:1  Then the high priest asked him, 
“Are these things so?” 

2  And Stephen replied:
“Brothers and fathers, listen to me. The 

God of glory appeared to our ancestor 
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, 
before he lived in Haran,

44  “Our ancestors had the tent of 
testimony in the wilderness, as God 
directed when he spoke to Moses, or-
dering him to make it according to the 
pattern he had seen. 45 Our ancestors 
in turn brought it in with Joshua when 
they dispossessed the nations that God 
drove out before our ancestors. And 
it was there until the time of David, 
46 who found favor with God and asked 

8  Stephen, brimming with God’s 
grace and energy, was doing wonderful 
things among the people, unmistakable 
signs that God was among them. 9 But 
then some men from the meeting place 
whose membership was made up of 
freed slaves, Cyrenians, Alexandrians, 
and some others from Cilicia and Asia, 
went up against him trying to argue 
him down. 10 But they were no match for 
his wisdom and spirit when he spoke.

11  So in secret they bribed men to 
lie: “We heard him cursing Moses and 
God.”

12  That stirred up the people, the re-
ligious leaders, and religion scholars. 
They grabbed Stephen and took him 
before the High Council 13 They put for-
ward their bribed witnesses to testify: 
“This man talks nonstop against this 
Holy Place and God’s Law. 14 We even 
heard him say that Jesus of Nazareth 
would tear this place down and throw 
out all the customs Moses gave us.”

15  As all those who sat on the High 
Council looked at Stephen, they found 
they couldn’t take their eyes off him—
his face was like the face of an angel!

7:1  Then the Chief Priest said, “What 
do you have to say for yourself?”

2  Stephen replied, “Friends, fathers, 
and brothers, the God of glory appeared 
to our father Abraham when he was 
still in Mesopotamia, before the move to 
Haran,

44  “And all this time our ancestors 
had a tent shrine for true worship, made 
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that he might find a dwelling place for 
the house of Jacob. 47 But it was Solo-
mon who built a house for him. 48 Yet 
the Most High does not dwell in houses 
made with human hands; as the prophet 
says,

49  ‘Heaven is my throne, and the 
earth is my footstool. · What kind 
of house will you build for me, says 
the Lord, or what is the place of my 
rest? · 50 Did not my hand make all these 
things?’

51  “You stiff-necked people, uncir-
cumcised in heart and ears, you are 
forever opposing the Holy Spirit, just 
as your ancestors used to do. 52 Which 
of the prophets did your ancestors not 
persecute? They killed those who fore-
told the coming of the Righteous One, 
and now you have become his betrayers 
and murderers. 53 You are the ones that 
received the law as ordained by angels, 
and yet you have not kept it.”

54  When they heard these things, they 
became enraged and ground their teeth 
at Stephen. 55 But filled with the Holy 
Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the 
glory of God and Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I 
see the heavens opened and the Son of 
Man standing at the right hand of God!” 
57 But they covered their ears, and with 
a loud shout all rushed together against 
him. 58 Then they dragged him out of 
the city and began to stone him; and 
the witnesses laid their coats at the feet 
of a young man named Saul. 59 While 
they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, 

to the exact specifications God provid-
ed Moses. 45 They had it with them as 
they followed Joshua, when God cleared 
the land of pagans, and still had it right 
down to the time of David. 46 David 
asked God for a permanent place for 
worship. 47 But Solomon built it.

48  “Yet that doesn’t mean that Most 
High God lives in a building made by 
carpenters and masons. The prophet 
Isaiah put it well when he wrote,

49  “Heaven is my throne room; I 
rest my feet on earth. · So what kind 
of house will you build me?” says 
God. · “Where I can get away and relax? 
50 It’s already built, and I built it.”

51  “And you continue, so bullheaded! 
Calluses on your hearts, flaps on your 
ears! Deliberately ignoring the Holy 
Spirit, you’re just like your ancestors. 
52 Was there ever a prophet who didn’t 
get the same treatment? Your ancestors 
killed anyone who dared talk about the 
coming of the Just One. And you’ve kept 
up the family tradition—traitors and 
murderers, all of you. 53 You had God’s 
Law handed to you by angels—gift-
wrapped!—and you squandered it!”

54  At that point they went wild, a ri-
oting mob of catcalls and whistles and 
invective. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy 
Spirit, hardly noticed—he only had eyes 
for God, whom he saw in all his glory 
with Jesus standing at his side. 56 He 
said, “Oh! I see heaven wide open and 
the Son of Man standing at God’s side!”

57  Yelling and hissing, the mob 
drowned him out. Now in full 
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The Narrative Lectionary presents the story of 
God’s work in humanity through a single Gos-
pel each year. This is Year 3: The Year of Luke.
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Luke 22:33-34a, 46

“Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 60 Then 
he knelt down and cried out in a loud 
voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.” When he had said this, he died.

stampede, 58 they dragged him out of 
town and pelted him with rocks. The 
ringleaders took off their coats and 
asked a young man named Saul to 
watch them.

59  As the rocks rained down, Stephen 
prayed, “Master Jesus, take my life.” 
60 Then he knelt down, praying loud 
enough for everyone to hear, “Master, 
don’t blame them for this sin”—his last 
words. Then he died.

Saul was right there, congratulating 
the killers.

33  When they came to the place that 
is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus 
there with the criminals, one on his 
right and one on his left. 34a [Then Jesus 
said, “Father, forgive them; for they do 
not know what they are doing.”] 

46  Then Jesus, crying with a loud 
voice, said, “Father, into your hands I 
commend my spirit.” Having said this, 
he breathed his last.

33  When they got to the place called 
Skull Hill, they crucified him, along 
with the criminals, one on his right, the 
other on his left.

34a  Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive 
them; they don’t know what they’re 
doing.”

46  Jesus called loudly, “Father, I 
place my life in your hands!” Then he 
breathed his last. 


