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About the text

Another dAy, Another deAcon.
 The little group of seven servers we met 

last week in Acts 6 is now down to six. Philip is 
one of that faithful group.

After seeing what happened to Stephen, Philip 
no doubt is sticking to the role for which he was 
selected: tending to tables, making sure everyone 
got their share, passing along news of sickness 
and distress to the apostles.

It takes an angel’s whispers to pull Philip away. 
Doesn’t it always?

And down we go, into the dust and the heat 
of the wilds outside Jerusalem. No sane person 
wanders those roads.

Also, no judicious foreigners.
Philip and a surgically-qualified Ethiopian of-

ficial find themselves on new ground. Baptism? 
What’s to stop them?
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26  Then an angel of the Lord said 
to Philip, “Get up and go toward the 
south to the road that goes down from 
Jerusalem to Gaza.” (This is a wilder-
ness road.) 27 So he got up and went. 
Now there was an Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the Candace, queen of 
the Ethiopians, in charge of her entire 
treasury. He had come to Jerusalem to 
worship 28 and was returning home; 
seated in his chariot, he was reading the 
prophet Isaiah. 29 Then the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Go over to this chariot and join 
it.” 30 So Philip ran up to it and heard 
him reading the prophet Isaiah. He 
asked, “Do you understand what you 
are reading?” 31 He replied, “How can I, 
unless someone guides me?” And he in-
vited Philip to get in and sit beside him. 
32 Now the passage of the scripture that 
he was reading was this:

“Like a sheep he was led to the slaugh-
ter, and like a lamb silent before its 
shearer, so he does not open his mouth.

33  In his humiliation justice was de-
nied him. Who can describe his genera-
tion? For his life is taken away from the 
earth.”

34  The eunuch asked Philip, “About 
whom, may I ask you, does the prophet 
say this, about himself or about some-
one else?” 35 Then Philip began to speak, 
and starting with this scripture, he pro-
claimed to him the good news about 
Jesus. 36 As they were going along the 

26  Later God’s angel spoke to Philip: 
“At noon today I want you to walk over 
to that desolate road that goes from Je-
rusalem down to Gaza.” 27 He got up 
and went. He met an Ethiopian eunuch 
coming down the road. The eunuch had 
been on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem and 
was returning to Ethiopia, where he was 
minister in charge of all the finances of 
Candace, queen of the Ethiopians. 28 He 
was riding in a chariot and reading the 
prophet Isaiah.

29  The Spirit told Philip, “Climb into 
the chariot.” 30 Running up alongside, 
Philip heard the eunuch reading Isaiah 
and asked, “Do you understand what 
you’re reading?”

31  He answered, “How can I without 
some help?” and invited Philip into the 
chariot with him. 32 The passage he was 
reading was this:

As a sheep led to slaughter, and quiet 
as a lamb being sheared, · He was silent, 
saying nothing. 33 He was mocked and 
put down, never got a fair trial. · But 
who now can count his kin since he’s 
been taken from the earth?

34  The eunuch said, “Tell me, who 
is the prophet talking about: himself 
or some other?” 35 Philip grabbed his 
chance. Using this passage as his text, 
he preached Jesus to him.

36  As they continued down the road, 
they came to a stream of water. The eu-
nuch said, “Here’s water. Why can’t I be 

Acts 8:26-39
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God’s work in humanity through a single Gos-
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road, they came to some water; and the 
eunuch said, “Look, here is water! What 
is to prevent me from being baptized?” 
38 He commanded the chariot to stop, 
and both of them, Philip and the eu-
nuch, went down into the water, and 
Philip baptized him. 39 When they came 
up out of the water, the Spirit of the 
Lord snatched Philip away; the eunuch 
saw him no more, and went on his way 
rejoicing.

baptized?” 38 He ordered the chariot to 
stop. They both went down to the water, 
and Philip baptized him on the spot. 
39 When they came up out of the water, 
the Spirit of God suddenly took Philip 
off, and that was the last the eunuch 
saw of him. But he didn’t mind. He had 
what he’d come for and went on down 
the road as happy as he could be.

44  Then he said to them, “These are 
my words that I spoke to you while I 
was still with you—that everything 
written about me in the law of Moses, 
the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.” 45 Then he opened their minds 
to understand the scriptures, 46 and he 
said to them, “Thus it is written, that 
the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from 
the dead on the third day, 47 and that re-
pentance and forgiveness of sins is to be 
proclaimed in his name to all nations, 
beginning from Jerusalem. 

Luke 24:44-47
44  Then he said, “Everything I told 

you while I was with you comes to this: 
All the things written about me in the 
Law of Moses, in the Prophets, and in 
the Psalms have to be fulfilled.”

45  He went on to open their under-
standing of the Word of God, showing 
them how to read their Bibles this way. 
46 He said, “You can see now how it is 
written that the Messiah suffers, rises 
from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
then a total life-change through the 
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed in his 
name to all nations—starting from here, 
from Jerusalem! 


