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About the text

When in rome, do as the Romans do. Seems 
like solid advice for a traveler or a pilgrim, 

yes? What’s the point of travel otherwise?
That’s the rule our old friend Peter follows as 

he visits some of the new gatherings out beyond 
Judea’s borders. Exotic foods? No circumcision? 
Carousing on a Friday night? Hey, bro, it’s all 
good! Go with the flow!

Imagine his consternation when a group of 
dyed-in-the-wool religion emissaries from Jerusa-
lem showed up unannounced. While Peter is in 
the act of reveling in this new and free practice, 
maybe with a pork rind or a bite of lobster in his 
mouth…here come the authorities. Peter spits it 
out, looks around, and stammers out some excus-
es. He wasn’t breaking the Law.

Paul, when he hears about the incident, is hav-
ing none of that.
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13  You have heard, no doubt, of my 
earlier life in Judaism. I was violent-
ly persecuting the church of God and 
was trying to destroy it. 14 I advanced 
in Judaism beyond many among my 
people of the same age, for I was far 
more zealous for the traditions of my 
ancestors. 15 But when God, who had set 
me apart before I was born and called 
me through his grace, was pleased 16 to 
reveal his Son to me, so that I might pro-
claim him among the Gentiles, I did not 
confer with any human being, 17 nor did 
I go up to Jerusalem to those who were 
already apostles before me, but I went 
away at once into Arabia, and after-
wards I returned to Damascus.

2:11  But when Cephas came to An-
tioch, I opposed him to his face, because 
he stood self-condemned; 12 for until cer-
tain people came from James, he used 
to eat with the Gentiles. But after they 
came, he drew back and kept himself 
separate for fear of the circumcision fac-
tion. 13 And the other Jews joined him 
in this hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas 
was led astray by their hypocrisy. 14 But 
when I saw that they were not acting 
consistently with the truth of the gospel, 
I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, 
though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not 
like a Jew, how can you compel the Gen-
tiles to live like Jews?”

15  We ourselves are Jews by birth and 
not Gentile sinners; 16 yet we know that 

13  I’m sure that you’ve heard the sto-
ry of my earlier life when I lived in the 
Jewish way. In those days I went all 
out in persecuting God’s church. I was 
systematically destroying it. 14 I was 
so enthusiastic about the traditions of 
my ancestors that I advanced head and 
shoulders above my peers in my career. 
15 Even then God had designs on me. 
Why, when I was still in my mother’s 
womb he chose and called me out of 
sheer generosity! 16 Now he has inter-
vened and revealed his Son to me so 
that I might joyfully tell non-Jews about 
him.

Immediately after my calling—with-
out consulting anyone around me 17 and 
without going up to Jerusalem to confer 
with those who were apostles long be-
fore I was—I got away to Arabia. Later I 
returned to Damascus,

2:11  Later, when Peter came to An-
tioch, I had a face-to-face confrontation 
with him because he was clearly out 
of line. 12 Here’s the situation. Earlier, 
before certain persons had come from 
James, Peter regularly ate with the non-
Jews. But when that conservative group 
came from Jerusalem, he cautiously 
pulled back and put as much distance 
as he could manage between himself 
and his non-Jewish friends. That’s how 
fearful he was of the conservative Jew-
ish clique that’s been pushing the old 
system of circumcision. 13 Unfortunately, 

Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21
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a person is justified not by the works 
of the law but through faith in Jesus 
Christ. And we have come to believe in 
Christ Jesus, so that we might be justi-
fied by faith in Christ, and not by doing 
the works of the law, because no one 
will be justified by the works of the law. 
17 But if, in our effort to be justified in 
Christ, we ourselves have been found 
to be sinners, is Christ then a servant 
of sin? Certainly not! 18 But if I build up 
again the very things that I once tore 
down, then I demonstrate that I am a 
transgressor. 19 For through the law I 
died to the law, so that I might live to 
God. I have been crucified with Christ; 
20 and it is no longer I who live, but it 
is Christ who lives in me. And the life 
I now live in the flesh I live by faith in 
the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 21 I do not nullify the 
grace of God; for if justification comes 
through the law, then Christ died for 
nothing.

the rest of the Jews in the Antioch 
church joined in that hypocrisy so that 
even Barnabas was swept along in the 
charade.

14  But when I saw that they were not 
maintaining a steady, straight course 
according to the Message, I spoke up 
to Peter in front of them all: “If you, a 
Jew, live like a non-Jew when you’re 
not being observed by the watchdogs 
from Jerusalem, what right do you 
have to require non-Jews to conform to 
Jewish customs just to make a favor-
able impression on your old Jerusalem 
cronies?”

15  We Jews know that we have no 
advantage of birth over “non-Jewish sin-
ners.” 16 We know very well that we are 
not set right with God by rule-keeping 
but only through personal faith in Jesus 
Christ. How do we know? We tried it—
and we had the best system of rules the 
world has ever seen! Convinced that no 
human being can please God by self-im-
provement, we believed in Jesus as the 
Messiah so that we might be set right 
before God by trusting in the Messiah, 
not by trying to be good.

17  Have some of you noticed that we 
are not yet perfect? (No great surprise, 
right?) And are you ready to make the 
accusation that since people like me, 
who go through Christ in order to get 
things right with God, aren’t perfectly 
virtuous, Christ must therefore be an 
accessory to sin? The accusation is friv-
olous. 18 If I was “trying to be good,” I 
would be rebuilding the same old barn 
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9  He also told this parable to some 
who trusted in themselves that they 
were righteous and regarded others 
with contempt: 10 “Two men went up to 
the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and 
the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, 

Luke 18:9-14
9  He told his next story to some who 

were complacently pleased with them-
selves over their moral performance and 
looked down their noses at the common 
people: 10 “Two men went up to the 
Temple to pray, one a Pharisee, the other 

that I tore down. I would be acting as a 
charlatan.

19  What actually took place is this: 
I tried keeping rules and working my 
head off to please God, and it didn’t 
work. So I quit being a “law man” so 
that I could be God’s man. 20 Christ’s 
life showed me how, and enabled me 
to do it. I identified myself completely 
with him. Indeed, I have been crucified 
with Christ. My ego is no longer central. 
It is no longer important that I appear 
righteous before you or have your good 
opinion, and I am no longer driven to 
impress God. Christ lives in me. The life 
you see me living is not “mine,” but it 
is lived by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me. 21 I 
am not going to go back on that.

Is it not clear to you that to go back 
to that old rule-keeping, peer-pleasing 
religion would be an abandonment of 
everything personal and free in my 
relationship with God? I refuse to do 
that, to repudiate God’s grace. If a liv-
ing relationship with God could come 
by rule-keeping, then Christ died 
unnecessarily.
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standing by himself, was praying thus, 
‘God, I thank you that I am not like oth-
er people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or 
even like this tax collector. 12 I fast twice 
a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 
13 But the tax collector, standing far off, 
would not even look up to heaven, but 
was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, 
be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14 I tell 
you, this man went down to his home 
justified rather than the other; for all 
who exalt themselves will be humbled, 
but all who humble themselves will be 
exalted.”

a tax man. 11 The Pharisee posed and 
prayed like this: ‘Oh, God, I thank you 
that I am not like other people—robbers, 
crooks, adulterers, or, heaven forbid, like 
this tax man. 12 I fast twice a week and 
tithe on all my income.’

13  “Meanwhile the tax man, slumped 
in the shadows, his face in his hands, 
not daring to look up, said, ‘God, give 
mercy. Forgive me, a sinner.’”

14  Jesus commented, “This tax man, 
not the other, went home made right 
with God. If you walk around with your 
nose in the air, you’re going to end up 
flat on your face, but if you’re content 
to be simply yourself, you will become 
more than yourself.” 


