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About the text

Nutty. foolish. crazy. misguided. What in heav-
en’s name were the Galatian believers doing 

to earn such rough language from Paul?
It’s really not so much what they were doing 

as it was what they were thinking. The gospel of 
love had been preached in that place, and Paul 
thought it would be enough to refer to that love 
message, and then move on.

Obviously, it was not.
Paul can’t believe that a small cadre of sincere 

believers can come into town, affirm what the 
Galatian believers are doing—so far—and then 
proceed to take away the gracious heart-gift Paul 
had handed to them.

Were they indeed bewitched? Was there any 
hope for them? The answers to those questions 
remained to be seen.
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1  You foolish Galatians! Who has be-
witched you? It was before your eyes 
that Jesus Christ was publicly exhibited 
as crucified! 2 The only thing I want to 
learn from you is this: Did you receive 
the Spirit by doing the works of the law 
or by believing what you heard? 3 Are 
you so foolish? Having started with 
the Spirit, are you now ending with the 
flesh? 4 Did you experience so much for 
nothing?—if it really was for nothing. 
5 Well then, does God supply you with 
the Spirit and work miracles among you 
by your doing the works of the law, or 
by your believing what you heard?

6  Just as Abraham “believed God, 
and it was reckoned to him as righ-
teousness,” 7 so, you see, those who be-
lieve are the descendants of Abraham. 
8 And the scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, de-
clared the gospel beforehand to Abra-
ham, saying, “All the Gentiles shall be 
blessed in you.” 9 For this reason, those 
who believe are blessed with Abraham 
who believed.

23  Now before faith came, we were 
imprisoned and guarded under the law 
until faith would be revealed. 24 There-
fore the law was our disciplinarian 
until Christ came, so that we might be 
justified by faith. 25 But now that faith 
has come, we are no longer subject to a 
disciplinarian, 26 for in Christ Jesus you 

1  You crazy Galatians! Did someone 
put a hex on you? Have you taken leave 
of your senses? Something crazy has 
happened, for it’s obvious that you no 
longer have the crucified Jesus in clear 
focus in your lives. His sacrifice on the 
Cross was certainly set before you clear-
ly enough.

2  Let me put this question to you: 
How did your new life begin? Was it by 
working your heads off to please God? 
Or was it by responding to God’s Mes-
sage to you? 3 Are you going to continue 
this craziness? For only crazy people 
would think they could complete by 
their own efforts what was begun by 
God. If you weren’t smart enough or 
strong enough to begin it, how do you 
suppose you could perfect it? 4 Did you 
go through this whole painful learning 
process for nothing? It is not yet a total 
loss, but it certainly will be if you keep 
this up!

5  Answer this question: Does the God 
who lavishly provides you with his 
own presence, his Holy Spirit, working 
things in your lives you could never do 
for yourselves, does he do these things 
because of your strenuous moral striv-
ing or because you trust him to do them 
in you? 6 Don’t these things happen 
among you just as they happened with 
Abraham? He believed God, and that 
act of belief was turned into a life that 
was right with God.

Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29
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are all children of God through faith. 
27 As many of you as were baptized 
into Christ have clothed yourselves 
with Christ. 28 There is no longer Jew or 
Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for 
all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29 And 
if you belong to Christ, then you are 
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to 
the promise.

7  Is it not obvious to you that persons 
who put their trust in Christ (not per-
sons who put their trust in the law!) are 
like Abraham: children of faith? 8 It was 
all laid out beforehand in Scripture that 
God would set things right with non-
Jews by faith. Scripture anticipated this 
in the promise to Abraham: “All nations 
will be blessed in you.”

9  So those now who live by faith are 
blessed along with Abraham, who lived 
by faith—this is no new doctrine!

23  Until the time when we were ma-
ture enough to respond freely in faith 
to the living God, we were carefully 
surrounded and protected by the Mosa-
ic law. 24 The law was like those Greek 
tutors, with which you are familiar, who 
escort children to school and protect 
them from danger or distraction, mak-
ing sure the children will really get to 
the place they set out for.

25  But now you have arrived at your 
destination: 26 By faith in Christ you are 
in direct relationship with God. 27 Your 
baptism in Christ was not just washing 
you up for a fresh start. It also involved 
dressing you in an adult faith ward-
robe—Christ’s life, the fulfillment of 
God’s original promise.

28  In Christ’s family there can be no 
division into Jew and non-Jew, slave 
and free, male and female. Among us 
you are all equal. That is, we are all 
in a common relationship with Jesus 
Christ. 29 Also, since you are Christ’s 
family, then you are Abraham’s famous 
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68  “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, 
for he has looked favorably on his peo-
ple and redeemed them.

69  He has raised up a mighty savior 
for us in the house of his servant Da-
vid, ·  70 as he spoke through the mouth 
of his holy prophets from of old, 71 that 
we would be saved from our enemies 
and from the hand of all who hate us.

72  Thus he has shown the mercy 
promised to our ancestors, and has re-
membered his holy covenant, ·  73 the 
oath that he swore to our ancestor 
Abraham, to grant us ·  74 that we, being 
rescued from the hands of our enemies, 
might serve him without fear, 75 in ho-
liness and righteousness before him all 
our days.

76  And you, child, will be called 
the prophet of the Most High; for you 
will go before the Lord to prepare his 
ways, ·  77 to give knowledge of salvation 
to his people by the forgiveness of their 
sins.

78  By the tender mercy of our God, 
the dawn from on high will break upon 
us, ·  79 to give light to those who sit in 
darkness and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

Luke 1:68-79
68  Blessed be the Lord, the God of Is-

rael; he came and set his people free.
69  He set the power of salvation in 

the center of our lives, and in the very 
house of David his servant, ·  70 Just as he 
promised long ago through the preach-
ing of his holy prophets:

71  Deliverance from our enemies and 
every hateful hand; ·  72 Mercy to our 
fathers, as he remembers to do what he 
said he’d do, ·  73 What he swore to our 
father Abraham—74 a clean rescue from 
the enemy camp, ·  So we can worship 
him without a care in the world, 75 made 
holy before him as long as we live.

76  And you, my child, “Prophet of the 
Highest,” will go ahead of the Master to 
prepare his ways, ·  77 Present the offer of 
salvation to his people, the forgiveness 
of their sins.

78  Through the heartfelt mercies of 
our God, God’s Sunrise will break in 
upon us, ·  79 Shining on those in the 
darkness, those sitting in the shadow of 
death, ·  Then showing us the way, one 
foot at a time, down the path of peace. 

“descendant,” heirs according to the 
covenant promises.


